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OST 149 Medical Legal Issues 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
Prerequisites: None 
Corequisites:  None 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course introduces the complex legal, moral, and ethical issues involved in providing health-care services. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Upon completing requirements for this course, the student will be able to: 

1. Understand the value of health care professionals having knowledge of fundamental medical law and 
ethics. 

2. Demonstrate how to provide competent, compassionate care to patients within acceptable legal and 
ethical boundaries. 

3. Describe the consequences of illegal and unethical behavior in health care professions. 
4. Explain the rights and responsibilities of health care professionals and patients, including such topics as 

contracts, consent, standard care, privileged communication, and end-of-life matters. 
5. Explain the legal concepts of criminal versus civil law, liability, 
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C. Tort Liability 
D. Types of Contracts 
E. Physicians’ and Patients’ Rights and Responsibilities 

 
V. Professional Liability and Medical Malpractice 

A. Liability 
B. 
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E. Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide 
F. The Grieving Process 

 
XIII. Health Care Trends and Forecasts 

A. Whom Does the Health Care System Serve? 
B. Cost, Access, and Quality 
C. Health Care Trends 
A. Government Attempts to Reform Health Care  

 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK AND MATERIAL:  
The textbook and other instructional material will be d


